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Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

HONORING THE RECIPIENTS OF 
THE EL DORADO PROMISE 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1155) honoring the 
recipients of the El Dorado Promise 
scholarship, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1155 

Whereas the 2000 United States Census de-
termined that El Dorado, Arkansas, had a 
significantly lower percentage of residents 
with degrees from institutions of higher edu-
cation and significantly higher percentage of 
families who fell below the poverty line than 
the national average; 

Whereas it is increasingly important for 
students to obtain a college education in 
order to keep up with the demands of the 
modern workforce and global economy; 

Whereas the El Dorado Promise scholar-
ship is a tuition scholarship, created and 
funded by Murphy Oil Corporation, which en-
ables all eligible high school graduates of the 
El Dorado Public School District in El Do-
rado, Arkansas, to attend any accredited 2- 
or 4-year, public or private, college or uni-
versity; 

Whereas school enrollment in the El Do-
rado Public School District has significantly 
increased since the El Dorado Promise schol-
arship program was established, despite a 15- 
year trend of decreasing enrollment; 

Whereas the El Dorado Promise scholar-
ship program increased the number of El Do-
rado High School students who chose to at-
tend college after graduation by 20 percent; 
and 

Whereas on April 30, 2008, El Dorado High 
School students who received El Dorado 
Promise and other academic scholarships 
sign academic letters of intent for the col-
leges they will be attending upon gradua-
tion: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates the recipients of the El 
Dorado Promise scholarship for choosing to 
further their education; 

(2) observes that April 30, 2008, is the sec-
ond academic signing day for graduating El 
Dorado High School students receiving El 
Dorado Promise and other academic scholar-
ships; 

(3) acknowledges that the El Dorado Prom-
ise scholarship program is important for the 
revitalization of southern Arkansas; and 

(4) recognizes the organizations and cor-
poration involved in this program for their 
efforts to ensure that children from southern 
Arkansas, who might otherwise struggle in 
financing a college education, are able to at-
tend college. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. TIERNEY) and the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
BOUSTANY) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I request 

5 legislative days during which Mem-
bers may insert material relevant to H. 
Res. 1155 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-

gratulate the recipients of the El Do-
rado Promise scholarship. 

The El Dorado Promise scholarship is 
a tuition scholarship which allows all 
students who graduate after attending 
all 4 years of high school in the El Do-
rado Public School District to attend 
any accredited 2- or 4-year college or 
university. While the enrollment in the 
El Dorado Public School District has 
decreased over 15 consecutive years, 
the establishment of this scholarship 
has seen enrollment in the district sig-
nificantly increase. This scholarship 
program has also increased the number 
of students going to college after grad-
uating high school by 20 percent. 

Mr. Speaker, these numbers are very 
impressive and I commend the students 
who have taken advantage of this won-
derful opportunity. 

As you know, many students are 
struggling to pay the rising costs of 
tuition across the country. Addition-
ally, students are graduating with 
more debt than ever before, and are 
working harder and harder to pay back 
their college loans. This growing col-
lege crisis has serious implications not 
just for students and families, but also 
for our Nation’s economic future. In 
order to maintain our economic leader-
ship in the world, we must make ag-
gressive investments in our current 
and future workforce. 

Scholarships and grants similar to 
the El Dorado Promise scholarship, 
such as Georgia’s Hope Scholarship, 
and California’s CAL Grant continue to 
help students achieve their goal of 
going to college and alleviate the debt 
burden they carry after college. 

Once again, I congratulate the recipi-
ents of the El Dorado Promise scholar-
ship, and I thank the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. ROSS) for offering this 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Res. 1155 which honors the recipients of 
the El Dorado Promise scholarship. 

On April 30, 2008, El Dorado High 
School students who received the El 
Dorado Promise scholarship signed 
their academic letters of intent for the 
colleges and universities they will be 
attending upon graduation. 

Thanks to funding provided by the 
Murphy Oil Corporation, the Promise 
scholarship gives El Dorado students 
an additional opportunity to pursue 
higher education. The scholarship pro-
vides up to 5 years of tuition and man-

datory fees for undergraduate post-sec-
ondary education for students entering 
college immediately following high 
school. 

To be eligible for the program, stu-
dents must have attended local schools 
for at least 4 years. The annual schol-
arship is limited to the highest yearly 
rate charged by an Arkansas public 
university, currently $6,010, but the oil 
company has factored inflation into 
the program, and plans to be in place 
for 20 years. 

In this era of global competitiveness, 
it is increasingly important for stu-
dents to obtain a college education in 
order to keep up with the demands of 
the modern workforce. We know how 
important higher education is both to 
individuals and to our Nation. A col-
lege degree can be a ticket to the mid-
dle class. It helps individuals prepare 
for good jobs, and it allows them to 
pursue new skills in a changing econ-
omy. Higher education also has impor-
tant societal benefits. College-educated 
citizens are healthier, more civically 
involved, have lower unemployment 
rates, and use fewer government bene-
fits. 

The El Dorado scholarship program 
has increased the number of high 
school students who choose to attend 
college after graduation by 20 percent, 
so it is my pleasure to acknowledge the 
El Dorado Promise scholarship pro-
gram for its important role in the revi-
talization of southern Arkansas; and to 
recognize Murphy Oil Corporation for 
its efforts to ensure that children from 
southern Arkansas who might other-
wise struggle in financing a college 
education are able to attend college. I 
urge my colleagues to support the reso-
lution. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. TIERNEY) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 1155, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

CHARLTON HESTON 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1091) honoring the life, 
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achievements, and contributions of 
Charlton Heston and extending its 
deepest sympathies to the family of 
Charlton Heston for the loss of such a 
great generous man, husband, and fa-
ther, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1091 

Whereas the United States of America has 
lost a great patriot with the passing of 
Charlton Heston; 

Whereas Charlton Heston first became be-
loved by the Nation as a great actor and por-
trayed many heroic figures, including Moses, 
Michelangelo, Andrew Jackson, John the 
Baptist, Mark Antony, and El Cid in epic 
movies of the 1950s and 1960s, and won the 
1959 Best Actor Oscar for the lead character 
in ‘‘Ben-Hur’’; 

Whereas Charlton Heston was a leader in 
many areas of life outside of acting, includ-
ing serving as President of the Screen Actors 
Guild, which he helped to integrate with 
Ronald Reagan and was Chairman of the 
American Film Institute; 

Whereas Charlton Heston was an active 
supporter of the civil rights movement, in-
cluding protesting the showing of his film at 
a segregated movie theater in Oklahoma 
City and participating in and leading the 
Arts Group in the 1963 civil rights march on 
Washington; 

Whereas in the last major public role of his 
life, Charlton Heston was President of the 
National Rifle Association from June 1998 
until April 2003; 

Whereas as President of the National Rifle 
Association, Charlton Heston was a stalwart 
advocate of the position that the 2nd Amend-
ment gave citizens the right to keep and 
bear arms; 

Whereas Charlton Heston was an active 
promoter of wildlife management through 
hunting; 

Whereas, in 2003, Charlton Heston was 
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
the Nation’s highest civilian honor; 

Whereas Charlton Heston was born in Illi-
nois on October 4, 1923, and his parents 
moved to St. Helen, Michigan, where he grew 
up; 

Whereas, in 1943, Charlton Heston enlisted 
in the Army Air Force and served as a radio- 
gunner in the Aleutian Islands of Alaska, 
and in 1947, he was discharged from the 
Army; 

Whereas, in 1944, Charlton Heston married 
the love of his life, Lydia Clarke, to whom he 
had been married 64 years at his death; 

Whereas the Hestons were the parents of 
two children, Fraser Heston and Holly 
Heston Rochell; and 

Whereas Charlton Heston passed away on 
April 5, 2008, and the contributions he made 
to his family and his Nation will not be for-
gotten: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors the life, achievements, and con-
tributions of Charlton Heston; and 

(2) extends its deepest sympathies to the 
family of Charlton Heston for the loss of 
such a great generous man, husband, and fa-
ther. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman 
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 

the House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I present for con-
sideration H. Res. 1091, which seeks to 
recognize the life of Charlton Heston 
for his accomplishments both and off 
the big screen. Not only did Heston 
command an overwhelming presence in 
theaters, but his actions in support of 
the civil rights movement during the 
1960s and on behalf of other social 
causes throughout his life deserve rec-
ognition. For example, Charlton 
Heston joined Martin Luther King, Jr., 
in the march on Washington, D.C. in 
1963, and was an early civil rights ac-
tivist long before Hollywood found it 
fashionable. 

H. Res. 1091 was introduced by Rep-
resentative DON YOUNG of Alaska on 
April 8, 2008, and was considered by and 
reported from the Oversight Com-
mittee on April 16, 2008, by voice vote 
after being amended by the panel. 

The measure has the support of well 
over 100 Members of Congress and is 
evidence of a wide, national apprecia-
tion for the enduring legacy that this 
great American citizen left behind. 

Heston was born on October 4, 1923, in 
No Man’s Land, Illinois. In 1944, Heston 
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force, spending 
2 years of his life as a B–25 radio oper-
ator and gunner in the Alaskan Aleu-
tian Islands. 

In August of 2002, after a long and il-
lustrious acting career, Heston pub-
licly announced that he was diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s disease. In 2003, Mr. 
Heston was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in commemoration 
of the positive impact he has had on 
our culture and country. 

In memory of his life of greatness 
and activism, I urge swift passage of H. 
Res. 1091. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, rather 
than my making a statement, I would 
like to yield to the sponsor of the reso-
lution, our very distinguished veteran, 
Mr. YOUNG from Alaska, and just ad-
vise him I am going to yield him such 
time as he may consume, letting him 
know that the former chairman of the 
Rules Committee would like some time 
as well. 

(Mr. YOUNG of Alaska asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my chairman of the sub-
committee and Mr. SHAYS and the 
chairman of the full committee. 

It is indeed an honor that I will 
speak on Charlton Heston today. We 
have already heard some of the roles 
that he played in ‘‘Planet of the Apes,’’ 

‘‘Julius Caesar,’’ ‘‘Antony and Cleo-
patra,’’ ‘‘Omega Man,’’ and I can go on 
down the line. His famous roles, of 
course, were Moses, Michelangelo, An-
drew Jackson, John the Baptist, Mark 
Antony, El Cid, and Ben Hur. 

Some people may not remember his 
role in politics. He became very active 
as president of the Screen Actors 
Guild. Before every actor in the world 
got involved politically, he was in-
volved in the Screen Actors Guild. He 
was also very active and involved, as 
mentioned by the chairman, in civil 
rights. He marched with Martin Luther 
King. And one of my interests was that 
he enlisted in the Army Air Force in 
World War II and served 2 years as a B– 
25 gunner in the Aleutian chain, a God- 
awful place it was, but part of my great 
State of Alaska, and defended against 
the enemy at that time with great 
honor. 

He had two children. He married the 
love of his life, Lydia Clarke, in 1944, 
and was married to her for the rest of 
his life. 

He was the president of the NRA 
from June 1998 until April 2003, and was 
awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom by President Bush. 

I have to say I knew him personally. 
I never called him Chuck or Charles, it 
was always Mr. Heston or Mr. Presi-
dent because he was president of an or-
ganization which I am very proud of, 
and that is the NRA, the National Rifle 
Association. He probably did more to 
protect the freedoms of America in his 
actions as president of that organiza-
tion than any other individual. And 
that may not be proper with certain 
people in this body, but he did guar-
antee us, through the second amend-
ment, the right to protect ourselves, 
the right to protect the castle which 
we live in, the right to be able to pro-
tect those that we love against those 
who would do us harm. He believed in 
it, as I believe in it. It is very, very im-
portant. 

If America were to recognize one in-
dividual who probably contributed 
most to our individual freedoms, it 
would be Charlton Heston. 

f 

b 1545 

Not his movie and acting career, not 
his Guild presidency, but his action as 
the NRA president, National Rifle As-
sociation of America; his role in being 
able to assure that each person could 
carry, on his hip, if necessary, against 
those that invade our domicile. And for 
that alone, we should recognize his 
great contribution. His civil rights, 
yes, his activities willing to speak out, 
and his great acting capability, yes, 
but the ability, and what he has left us 
in the legacy under the second amend-
ment, because it will be under attack. 

Let’s not kid ourselves. It’s under at-
tack by those that would like to have 
the government do everything for you. 
They want to give you all your health 
care. Of course you won’t have health 
care. They would like, in fact, to have 
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